
Grant County Band Booster Meeting Minutes 

October 19, 2021, 7:12 pm 

Attendees:  Corey Hermens, Nichelle Wolfe, Bethany Pasley, Holly Camacho, 
Mandy Collinsworth, Jessie Treadway, Trudy Bitler, Sarah Connelly, Stephanie 
Turner, Tony Camacho, Gigi Rudy, Holly Hillman 

 

1. Opening Business  

a. Mandy Collinsworth called the meeting to order at 7:14 pm.  
 
b. Agenda was reviewed at the meeting.  Trudy made the motion to accept the agenda and 
Sarah made the second motion.    
 
c. Approval of minutes as emailed from last meeting.  Motion first made by Sarah, second by 
Holly. 
 
d. President/ Vice President comments: none 
 
e. Public comment: none 
 

2. Band Director Comments - from Corey Hermens 

 Taking the kids to state finals.  Requesting that boosters pay for state tickets.  $20 each 
for preferred seating with 30 students/staff wanting to go.  Pick up tickets at will call.  
Would cost boosters $600.  Bus driver would be a flat rate fee.  The school account 
would pay for the bus.  Students would bring money for concessions.  Arrive at the HS, 
depart for Kroger Stadium and stay for the entire finals performance. Itinerary will be 
sent out soon.  

 Still waiting to hear if lock in for after state finals will be approved.  Has been submitted.  
Will follow up with Mattingly tomorrow.  Would get back from sate finals and have a lock 
in upon return.  Student pickup at 8am on 10/31.  Staff would chaperone and students 
would be confined to the non academic wing of the school.  This included the band 
room, cafeteria, and gym.  Can usually get pizza and/or donuts donated.  Nikki 
suggested to have deli meat, cheese and condiments available for students to make 
sandwiches and have chips.  Nick would DJ/play music.       More info once approved 

 Fundraiser idea: Corey mentioned he would like to look into getting BINGO up and 
running before another org grabs it and runs with it.  Booster discussion noted that we 
would need to have a gaming license, and we need to have parents to help run it.  We 
have to have adults run it and a place to do it, and we would need the equipment.  
Cannot hold it at the school and would need to be 18 or older to help.   

 Another fundraiser idea: Candy-grams, “A Boo for your Boo” at the High School for the 
week of Halloween and for Christmas.  No other org does that for those holidays at the 
high school.  Would have the band students deliver them during 5th hour.  This is already 
being done at the MS by the librarian, otherwise Nikki would have the MS band do this 



too.  Students could make posters to advertise it.  Mandy will fill out the fundraiser form 
for Keisha ASAP so we can get this up and running.    

 Mary Haddix, French Horn instructor sent an invoice for 2 students, 5 lessons total.  
Corey checking to see if there was a way for the school account to cover it, hoping to 
have an answer for that soon.  If not, then would the boosters be able to cover it and get 
it paid ASAP?  Trudy noted that we do have some room in the budget for private 
lessons.  We would like to see buddy lessons, where an upper classman provides the 
lesson.  Cost would only be $5 each.  Corey has good candidates for some instruments.  
Still working to put that together.   

 
3. Budget Report  

a. Treasurer’s report read by Trudy and shared on the screen during the meeting.    We 
need to get Square set up like PayPal so that we can easily transfer those funds over.  We 
have fundraiser monies deposited and will get the fundraiser invoices paid to the providers.   

Mandy motion to accept the budget, Corey second. 

 

 b. Director of Revenue report given by Holly 

 Candleberry and Cookie Dough-Candleberry/Sausages, and candies delivered 
Saturday.  Any leftovers can be picked up with directors.  Cookie Dough will not be 
delivered until later this month due to trucking issues. 

 Pumpkins have been distributed.  Tickets for pumpkins that are unused/unprinted need 
to be returned to the filing cabinet at the HS for future use.  

 Trash Pickup is November 6th.  Start at 9am and work until we’re done. Corey has 
required that all marching band students participate.  We need parent participation for 
safety.  We don’t currently have enough parents/adults to help.   

 Butter Braid fundraiser dates have changed to Nov 1-12 due to a school schedule 
change.  Delivery expected Nov 18th.  Creative Coffees to be sold in conjunction with 
BB, however delivery may not be the same day. Our logo will be included on the coffee 
packaging.  Butter Braids will have paper order forms, while Creative Coffees is normally 
100% online.  They have provided a pdf form that must be printed at the school for any 
paper coffee orders, this will also be attached to the email sent to parents so they can 
print from home if needed. 

 Quarter Auctions:  Fall and Spring 
o GCMS Gym is reserved for Friday, November 12th from 4:30-9:00 pm. —- WE 

NEED BASKETS.  Emails have been sent along with a google doc for sign ups. 
Depending on donations, which are currently low, we may have to cancel and 
hold one large auction in the Spring on March 26th, 2022.  

 Winter Guard Clinic: December 4, 2021 @ GCMS.  Will have concessions, water, pop, 
walking tacos.  Gigi will take care of getting these things together, but may not be able to 
be there due to work.  First aid area- Minimum we need someone certified in CPR/First 
Aid. 

 Spring Fundraiser March 21-April 1 Items TBD 
 Ms Wolfe school/class fundraiser February 3rd-February 17th, 2022/Century Resources 

Report approved and further discussion followed: 



 Can we give incentive to motivate students and parents to bring in items for quarter 
auction?  Brave Bucks (GCHS) or Arrow tickets (GCMS)?  GCMS ticket merchandise is 
pretty great, so this may be a good incentive at the MS.  High school brave buck items, 
not so much.  A bathroom ticket might be better motivation.  Corey will continue to push 
his students and parents to donate.  Any new item can be donated and boosters will 
combine or supplement to make a basket!   

4. Old Business  None 
 
5. New Business  
Sarah and Mandy have discussed uniforms.  They’ve not been cleaned since 2019.  Uniforms 
are pretty dirty!  Corey is willing to use the school account to pay for uniform cleaning.  Sarah 
will go into the uniform room and continue unbagging and getting them ready for cleaning.  The 
dry cleaners will press them and get them ready for next season.  
 
Sarah mentioned cleaning the uniform room.  There are lots of things that can be sold and 
gotten rid of.  Maybe even given as a fundraiser prize for the students.  Holly cleaned the 
uniform room some today.  We have extra tarps, not used, that can be sold.  We would need to 
make a list of what we have that can be sold and then get rid of it.   
 
We need to find out if we can raffle a hunting rifle.  Scouts made $7800 raffling a rifle, selling 
tickets for 2 months.  Basketball team has done this through the school.  Must be 21 yrs old to 
buy a ticket and pass a background check to claim upon winning.  Pawn shop is eager to help 
and would donate the rifle and hunting accessories.  Directors will ask their principals if this is 
something we could do.   
 
SpiritWear: BodyWorks Gym can do the printing and they do a lot of the other group spirit wear. 
We’ve used Idlebrook in the past.  We need to come up with a different, new design to create 
new interest and new sales.  A design that would also reach all grades and participants across 
the band program.  Something like 80’s theme, graffiti, or have students create a design and 
submit for voting or approval.  We could bring up past designs and make updates to that.   
 
Mandy gave Holly some fundraiser info on a company with 5 gal buckets of dish soap, laundry 
soap, cleaning items, etc. that would never close.  It could be ordered and filled on a repeating 
basis as needed.  It’s all name brand, bulk supplies.  The bucket comes with a dispensing 
pump.  Items also include trash bags, dishwasher pods.  Each item sold would profit us $10.   
 
Nikki mentioned that we need to make sure we’re not overdoing the fundraisers and exhausting 
our supporters.  Consider pulling the less performing fundraisers and replacing it with something 
that works.  Mandy notes we’ve not been doing so well on our fundraisers and that’s why there 
are so many.  We’re trying to find something that works.  We are running behind on funds.  
Discussion from the crowd notes that brochure fundraisers seem to be what is so exhausting. 
We don’t have a lot of parent participation and we keep throwing more stuff at parents to sell.    
Nikki is worried that this is hurting more than it’s helping and burning out the parents.  Possible 
solution could be to alternate fundraisers between high school and middle school.  Are we 
asking for so much help that parents don’t know when to participate?  Mandy mentioned that 
there are other organizations that are putting fundraisers out every month.  Nikki responded that 
we need to have something to show the parents what they are fundraising for.  She’s hoping 
things turn around in December once we have a concert so that students have the experience 
outside of a normal classroom setting and parents can see the product of their support.   



 
Also, how can we get more parents to participate with the boosters?  At lease 3 of the 5 
Executive Board members will be leaving the program next year.  Boosters could type up 
booster info for emails, or another message to introduce the boosters.  Directors to help by 
sending the info and the emails to their parents.  Boosters need to be present at the MS 
events/concerts and engage the MS parents in discussion.  Help them see the importance of 
the program and the booster involvement. Promote the other aspects of band, other than 
marching band.  What if we prepare a slideshow from recent years to share with the parents?   
 
Nikki suggested a cookie decorating event after her concerts for parents and students.  Have 
cookies made, enough for parents and students, and then move to the cafeteria for decorating.  
Boosters can provide coffee and cocoa and it would create another opportunity for parents to 
get to know the boosters.  Boosters also to provide the frosting for decorating.  We’ll look into 
what is needed for that night, and keep it simple!  
 
Booster board needs to be present for events and reach out to parents and share the benefits of 
being involved.  Another mention was to perhaps get upperclassmen involved to play music in 
the background at middle school events and/or group fundraising events.  This to generate 
excitement for a future in the program and show what can be accomplished.       
 
There will be Jazz Fest this year!  More info to come.  Planning to do Elk Creed nights again.  
These are the things we need to come up with and do to replace paper/order form fundraising.   
 
Will Williamstown hold Country Christmas again this year?  The band usually marches in that 
parade.  No one has been contacted or heard anything about it yet this year.  We’ll look into it 
so that if it does take place, we don’t miss the opportunity to participate.  It’s another great 
chance to engage as boosters for parent support and involvement.   
 
  
       
 
6. Upcoming Events:   
 

 November 6th  Trash Pickup 9am - done 
 November 1st - 12th   ButterBraid Fundraiser 
 November 12th   Fall Quarter Auction 
 November 18th   Band Booster Meeting - THURSDAY 
 November 18th    ButterBraids delivered for pickup 
 December 4th   Winter Guard Clinic 
 December 10th  GCMS 6th grade Concert 
 December 14th  GCMS 7th – 8th grade Concert 
 December 16th  GCHS Collab Concert w/ Choir 
 February 3rd – 17th GCMS Fundraiser / Century Resources 
 March 21st - April1st  Spring Fundraiser TBD 
 March 26th   Spring Quarter Auction 

 
7. Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn at 8:37 pm made by Corey and second was made by Holly. 
 


